NCRBC Adult Bible Class 11
Title:  When You Repent and Believe 
Purpose: To instruct the hearers of what happens the moment they repent and believe.

Introduction

In our previous studies, we have seen that in order to have a saving relationship with Christ, then you must repent and believe in Christ and Christ alone for salvation.

But what happens the moment you repent and believe? What happens? The Scriptures speaks of four immediate blessings of salvation.

Trans:
First, the moment you repent and believe, then...

I.
YOU WILL BE JUSTIFIED
We have already seen that all our righteousness are like filthy garments (Isa 64:6).  However, through Christ’s perfect life of obedience even unto death, God has provided a perfect righteousness for sinners.  

And the moment you believe in Christ alone for salvation, then this righteousness will be regarded as your own, and you will be declared righteous by God. 

Luk 18:9-14 (READ) This tax-collector who believed in God’s provision for sin which the sacrifices in the temple pointed to was justified. He went to his house justified. 

Gal 2:16 (READ).

And when you are justified, then what? Then you are entitled to all the blessings and privileges of the righteous.

Rom 5:1-5 (READ).

Peace with God – no longer under His wrath and judgment.

Introduction or Access to God – no longer barred from fellowship with Him.

The certain hope of glory

Mt 27: 44 cf Luk 23:41-43 (READ) – When the robber repented and believe in Christ as the promised King, then the Lord promised that he will be with Him in paradise. No purgatory. 

Trans:  But secondly, when you repent and believe, not only will you be justified, but also…

II.  YOU WILL BE SANCTIFIED or DELIVERED FROM SIN’S BONDAGE.

All of us are born as those in bondage to sin. But when you repent and believe in Christ, then immediately, you will be delivered from sin’s bondage.

We see this clearly in Scriptures.

Rom 6:17-18 (READ). These people once were slaves of sin, just like everybody else. But when they repented and believed, they were delivered from sin’s bondage. They are no longer in bondage to sin.

Rom 6: 22-23 (READ). This deliverance from sin is then the foundation of the ongoing process of becoming more holy. The end result being, eternal life. But this deliverance from sin’s bondage occurs when a person repents and believes in Christ alone for salvation.

This does not mean that there will be no more struggles with sin. You will still have struggles while living in the body. But the thing is that when you repent and believe, Christ will set you free from the bondage of sin, so you can already begin a life of holiness.

Trans:
Then thirdly, when you repent and believe, not only will you be justified, not only will you be delivered from sin’s bondage, but thirdly…

III.
YOU WILL BE ADOPTED INTO GOD’S FAMILY
John 1:12; Gal 3:26 (READ). 

And what a glorious blessing this is. 

For this would mean that you will come under God’s Fatherly provision – Mt 6:31-33; Mt 7:11 (READ).

Also this would mean that you will come under God’s Fatherly protection – Mt 10:29-30 (READ). 

This would mean that you will come under God’s Fatherly discipline, which is a privilege –Heb 12:5-10 (READ) 

This would mean that you will share in the family’s inheritance – Rom 8:17 (READ). 

Trans:
Then fourthly, when you repent and believe, not only will you be justified, not only will you be sanctified, not only will you be adopted into God’s family, but also..

IV.
YOU WILL RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PROMISE.

A.   Eph 1:13; Gal 3:1-3, 13-14 (READ). *Optional: Granted that a person is regenerated by the Spirit before he is able to repent and believe (Acts 16:14), and granted that  some did not immediately receive the Holy Spirit in the fullness of the NC blessing when they believe for reasons rooted in redemptive history (John 7:39, etc), and yet the Bible is clear that when a person believes, then he receives the Holy Spirit of promise.

B. And what a glorious blessing this is.

For the Holy Spirit is the One who will illumine your mind to understand Scriptures. 

The Holy Spirit is the One who enable you and will strengthen your inner man to do the will of God. Eph 3:14-16 (READ). 

The Holy Sprit is the One who will enable you to enjoy family closeness with God. Rom 8:15 (READ).

The Holy Spirit in the One who will help you even in prayer. Rom 8:26 (READ).

The Holy Spirit is the One who will comfort you in trials. Rom 5:3-5 (READ). 

Conclusion

All these blessings are yours the moment you repent and believe—you will be justified, you will be sanctified, you will be adopted into  God’s family, and you will receive the Holy Spirit of promise.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Do you know of anyone who has received these blessing? Who? And  what effects did it have in his life?

What blessing is closest to your heart? Why?

What is hindering you from having these blessings?

